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DST people find
an office with well
kept plants a nyore
congenial place
than one with
mitserable specimens or nome al
ill. But planis do not naturally
grow midoors. To choose the
right ones and keep them
healthy reguires more
knowledge and care tham is
often available, benoe 1le
existence of specialist firms.

Early in the meomimg from its
base in Highgate, Idoor Gonden
Desagn staff beetle oul in plang-
brimmdng vans (o enhance the
premises of maor companics
and institutions in the City and
West End

When Ed Wolf stared the
firm 25 years ago he had a
moged, two walering cans and a

From Florida to your

room on a moped

From humble
beginnings fo
indoor plant guru,
Ed Wolf talks to us
about plants and
ceramics

preeibosse af the back of the
kitchen. Bui he also knew a ot
abainl horhicialnire, hiad o [ RTH
eye and tle capacity to o fhings
properly, With 45 people nosy
working for i, Bd deseribes
Insibowir Crarden Dresign ns o
srindlisls family fimi proad sall
o e serving a good number of
its onginal clients.

Ed and Hrta Woll live in
Hampstend. Their fromt and
back gardens have the double
appeal of lnoking good while

requiring litlle malniennnce.
Since both of them work svath

plinis (Hrita runs Ceallon
Flowers, the shop her mother,
Hilda Gialion, opened in Coldders
Gieeei im 158 r]|¢:|.' winl 1o be
abele fo il ot wndd enjoy the
purden rather than labouwr in it
There is herringbone paving
mnde of 17th century bricks
froin Ed's native Hedbnnd,
sitting places in both shade and
sun fo avold having 1o drag
furmiture about, 24 window
boxes i wihich wallllowers are
followed by geraniums, the trees
of meighbodrs” gardens, a
CHPICIDUE Vel IS onspeuons
eheed bt 1o fit the tapering
plol, and an efficient self-
wWilering system

Itis a glowing example of the
wirtues of pood detailing and

hi.l:ll.]'llil:l'l_‘l,'. ."i-‘[i“].}' of the |',||;||',||;5.
used by Indoor Garden Design
are browghd from Holland. Ta
witlk imto its Highgate premidses
1% b0 receive un odd mix of
impresions; although plants are
on tmlleys and in rows, it belng
a warehouss, there |5 an
amazing ebullicoce 1:t'gmn-|:rg.-.
as in A Gonseryabory.

But instead of the expected
planty smells, there is a simong
whifl of something like glue.
This tums out fo be fibreglass,
the material from which many
af the pests anal containers are
miade, baoih for versatility pmd
lighiness, Among the many
plants | saw were fcos
benjuming with imricue plaited
stems, hupe spathiphyllem, o
dewy looking crassula, swollen
siemmed hbemicarmes, birdlike

From page il

beiween his wark with plonis
andd Bis love of ceranibes is
sumple

In Hisllaned where he grew ap
and siuddied haortbealture,
CETamL peas WETe everywhert,
It wats i British Comzncal
exlibition in 1953 which
introghuced him 1o Englich

strelitria and varioas indosog
TRSHCH

I asked Bl nbout chamjges,
abaoiit whiach sors of plants,
COlaENCTS oF Armiipericiils ane
now deemed desirshle, os
oppaded 1o when be staned. The
aewer §8 that fashion does pliy
@ part, wilh things eventually
coming full ctrele, "Oaoe didn'i
e Swiss Cheewe or Mother-in-
bnw's Tongoe for years, oy we
di,” the latter being good
becmise a “hedpe" eflect is
cirreinlly papilar.

He says the key to mew plants
it Flonda, “the greenhouse for
the wordd”, which imports
plonts from Central and South
Amencn and tries them o
under neting. If Indoor Garden
Desigm winnds 1o ga shopping i
Flogida a buyer goes (o cliooie,

potiers, noinbly Bemard Leach
Hen in 1979 he saw (he poster
(which e still has) for o sy
al Adlson Brittosn's, wienk (o see
i amed dectibad “there was mare
ta life thnn Bermard Léach™. As
to why, comes an elliptical
answer; he hos long been fond
of the paintings of Braque, bai
who can afford them? In
Alisan's pots he finds some

[ Weather permiiting,
this is the time 1o do hard
landscaping jobs, laying
paths, putting wp trellis,
Ele,

I Sow swet o
have :I.rl}"i'hﬂ'l.ﬁj:l‘l.l b
enough 1o bring them on
indooms.

O Citrus trees in need of
repotting should be seen
b 0w, s theey st
growing again. If you
don't wani them in bigger
pots For reasons of space,
ot lewst give them nilop=
dressing of fresh
Conmprasi.

o Eeep feeding the birds.
IT wie gel more frost,
remember they need
water, not ice,

= "Ml Garden in Enrly
Spring”, the title echoing
theat of one of the books
af the legendary “omeus
king" E.A. Bowles, is the
mume of the delightful
walk et on ai his former
home, Myddelion House,
Bulls Cross, Enfield, each
February, Moge
snrwidrops than crocuses,
bt o real treal. Saturday,
Februiry 14, 1pm, Cost is
E3 80 and £2 A0 {concs),
Booking essentinl. Phone
192 03 30,
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Ed 'Walt.
Picturs by Migal Suthon

ke the plaas are seni o
Haolland for between six and
mne months 1o ged wsed 1o the
lomver light levels, After that
they are browght owver as and
wihen peeded

Cnoe ane ks past the plan
atore and inio the recepiion anid
cffice areas, the maost siriking
lemture is not plants bt the
wetilth ol othier I]||:|1].:-\. o Ik ail:
phicdogmmphs of saff recsiving
HALI iBntish Associntion of
Lamlscape Incdustries) awands, 4
caollection of the wonderfully
devorntel |.':r|.1.|'i|.|-|'h'.-5. in which
thie artist and gardencs, Pefer
Micrewski, sends invoices, amd,
most obwvious of all, a whole
wall of pots by Alison Britton
Ed savs that the conmection

Turn fo poge X

aifimany with Brosue, be likes
them. he Teels comfortable with
thiem

IT this lust parsgraph has
wandered wway from plants, do
nol he sumpurised. Gardening s
pn art a5 well psoa |1r-l-l|!|l'ill
petivity, descrving o be spoken
ol 1m 1he same breath as other
arts. Comversation with Ed Woll
just hrings oud taol facet



